Use of infectious molecular clones of simian immunodeficiency virus for pathogenesis studies.
Three infectious molecular clones of SIVmac and one of HIV-2 exhibit remarkable variation in their biological properties despite similarities in genome organization and sequence relatedness. Cloned viruses differed in their ability to grow in various cultured cells, in their ability to infect macaques, and in the location of the env stop codon. Sequences from the 3' end predict that at least three of the four clones do not have an intact, functional nef gene. All four cloned viruses yield infectious virus in HUT-78 and all four cloned viruses are cytopathic.